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Statement of General Principles 

 

BKHS Bablake Senior and Preparatory and BKHS Pre Prep School is an independent day school 

catering for children from the ages of 3 to 18. The school is academically selective and welcomes 

all children who can make the most of the opportunities offered and flourish in its caring 

environment. The governors and staff are firmly committed to inclusivity and to giving every child 

the best possible start in life. Treating every child as an individual is important, and applications for 

pupils with physical disabilities are welcome, subject to their ability to access the curriculum and 

the physical environment. Pupils whose Special Educational Needs (SEN) and learning difficulties 

are suited to the curriculum are also welcome provided that the Learning Support Department 

can provide them with the help and support they require.  

  

The Selection Process  

 

Applications from all who have the ability and aptitude to access an academic curriculum are 

welcome. However, parents of children with physical disabilities, SEN or learning difficulties are 

advised to discuss their child’s requirements with the school before they sit the entrance 

examination so that adequate provision can be made for them on the day. Parents are asked to 

provide a copy of a medical report or educational psychologist report to support their request, 

for example, for large print material, extra time, use of laptops or other special arrangements.  

  

Before entry  

 

Each pupil with a disability and/or SEN requires special consideration and treatment. If appropriate 

adjustments need to be put in place, they will be discussed thoroughly with parents and their 

medical advisers, including adjustments that can be reasonably made to the curricular and co-

curricular activities before the child becomes a pupil at the school.  

  

Barriers to learning  
 

The school recognises that social, emotional and behavioural barriers to learning can be associated 

with some disabilities. Mental illness or learning difficulties can cause behavioural issues. The 

school aims to work together with families to overcome or minimise these as far as it is possible. 

Early intervention is facilitated by the regular review and monitoring of pupils on the SEND list 

against the Safeguarding list with particular focus on those with communication difficulties such as 

Autistic Spectrum.  

  

Physical accessibility  

 

Parents and prospective parents of disabled children may request a copy of the school’s 

accessibility plan from the Headmaster’s PA. This shows the ways in which the Governors plan to 

make the buildings progressively more accessible to disabled people, disabled parents and visitors, 

whilst also increasing access to the curriculum and to information. The school has an active 

monitoring policy and will do its best to make adjustments to take account of an individual pupil’s 

needs, within the constraints imposed by its historic buildings, scattered site and resources. We 

continue to improve facilities for wheelchair-users as buildings are upgraded.  

  

Other adjustments  

 

Other adjustments are also possible. Depending upon need, children can use laptop computers in 

class, and may be given large print or documents printed on coloured paper. Policy for Learning 

Support and English as an Additional Language  



  

  
This document is a statement of aims, principles and strategies for the Learning Support 

Programme at BKHS Bablake Prep and BKHS Pre Prep.  

  

It is acknowledged that all children have their own individual strengths and weaknesses and for 

one reason or another, an individual may require help of some kind, for differing lengths of time, 

during their stay at school.  

  

Aims  

  

a) Our aim is that through creating self-confidence in areas where a child is experiencing difficulty 

we will enable the child to cope with the set work and obtain full benefit from the education 

provided in the hope that they can then manage better within the ‘mainstream’ and cope 

confidently.  

  

b) It is our intention that all pupils will be able to access the full curriculum. Where pupils need 

help with their English to facilitate this, for whatever reason, they will be offered support.  

  

c) Where the opportunity arises extend the capability of those bright pupils who require 

extension work.      

  

Classification  

  

The differing and identifiable classes of learning support required within our school will come 

under the following categories;    

 

• Those children with Specific Learning Difficulties/Dyslexia/Dyscalculia.  

• Children for whom English is an additional language.  

• Children with physical difficulties or other medical conditions requiring support. This 

would include children with medium and long term absences who need help to catch up on 

work.  

• Children who need a particular kind of help at certain times, in adjusting to a class change 

or school transition or in coping with classwork in terms of family bereavement and other 

such occasions.  

• Children with emotional or behavioural difficulties which do not fall within the above 

categories.   

• Pupils who arrive at BKHS Bablake with Statements of Specific Educational Needs.  

• Those children who are assessed as needing additional small group support to enhance 

their attainment in the core subjects of English and Maths. 

 

School behaviour and discipline  
 

The school takes pride in its well-developed pastoral care and social interaction amongst pupils. 

All pupils are taught that discrimination, victimisation and bullying are prohibited and will not be 

tolerated. The school’s objective is to ensure that a disabled pupil, or a pupil with SEND or 

another protected characteristic, does not suffer less favourable treatment as a result of 

discrimination. Pupils are taught through the curriculum and other activities the importance of 

respecting each other and behaving towards each other with courtesy and consideration. The 

school’s behaviour policies and school rules make clear the seriousness of bullying, victimisation 

and harassment in all its pernicious forms, including racial, religious, cultural, sexual, sexist, gender-

related, sexual orientated homophobic, disabled and cyber, in causing serious psychological 

damage. Considerable teacher time is expended in proactively nurturing appropriate values, in 

preventing bullying, victimisation and harassment and in dealing with it when it occurs. All pupils 



understand the school has a zero-tolerance policy on bullying and the bullies can expect strong 

sanctions to be applied to them. The school recognises that SEND pupils are at greater risk of 
suffering from peer-on-peer abuse, although we believe that Bablake is a very inclusive community 

with pupils who are generally mutually supportive. This abuse should never be tolerated or passed 

off as ‘banter’ or part of growing up. Any indicators of possible abuse (of any kind) will be 

investigated through either the Child Protection Policy or Behaviour Policy. 

 

Partnership with parents  

 

The school’s hope is that all parents will feel able to share any concerns about their child with the 

pastoral staff so that a healthy partnership for the care of their child can be developed. The 

SENDCo, the pastoral staff, tutors, teaching and medical staff who are involved with their child are 

always happy to discuss any parental concerns. The member of staff would always ask to see a 

parent if they felt that adjustments to the curriculum or individual education plans followed by 

their child might be in their best interests, or if there were a specific concern. The school works 

with outside agencies, as appropriate, to provide any help with identification of any special needs 

and early intervention. This will the full involvement and consent of parents. 

 

Complaints  

 

The school naturally hopes that a parent will not feel that they have cause to complain but its 

complaints policy is published on the website for any parent who wishes to consult it. If a parent 

has followed the School’s Complaints procedure but their complaint has not been resolved to 

their satisfaction, they have the additional legal right to seek redress from the First Tier Tribunal 

(Special Educational Needs and Disability) if they believe that their son or daughter has been 

discriminated against. 
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